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By Kevin Ohlendorf

The well-known Groper pediatric partial bridge is a space maintainer
for children who have lost anterior teeth prematurely, It was first Think personal disability
introduced in the 19803 and gained popularity among dentists due to insurance isn‘'t important for
its many benefits and durability.(1) However, recently the Groper has dentists? Think again

become a source of confusion for dentists, as some dental labs are
now offering a different version of the appliance, and some dentists
are fabricating them on their own. As a result, dentists and dental
assistants are often surprised to find that from one lab to another,
the Groper can look different, be constructed of different materials,
and have different lifespans.
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Pediatric Dentistry [AAPD), dozens of dentists visiting our boath metal pads for extra strength and durability. ( :
(Ohlendorf Appliance Laboratory) asked why some Groper Get the latest DentistrylQ news delivered
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appliances don't last as long as others. They also wanted to see what SR youCin:ox)
my company’s version looks like. What we learned is that many dentists are ordering a different version of the Groper that
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doesn't feature its most important elerment—the Groper pads. RELATED ARTICLES
This article will address the differences in today's Groper appliances and discuss the benefits of the appliance. L F
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Fox Dental Lab ensures patients® mouths are '"Made in America’

The benefits of a Groper appliance m Dentsply Sirona CAD/CAM's
The Groper appliance can hold open space for a single missing tooth 7th inLab Summitt most
or as many as four missing teeth (upper and lower) that have been successful lab event to date

lost due to accident, dental caries, or illness. The Groper functions
both esthetically, improving the child's appearance, and as a
preventive treatment by proactively preserving an open space to
avert arch length loss and the resulting crowding. The Groper also
restores function and allows maxillary growth, As a fixed rather than
removable appliance, the Groper is less likely to break and doesn't
require the child's cooperation.(2)
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The Groper supports speech development in young children who The paeudo of IMitation Groper 3ppliance s Mone prone
have lost maxillary anterior teeth. Because the tongue uses the to breakage because it lacks reinforcing pads.
lingual sides of these teeth for certain phonic sounds such as *s," "2,”
and “th,” the absence of these teeth often results in improper speech.(3) While one study found that early loss of incisors.
had no leng-term effects on speech, most dentists consider the Greper helpful in that it allows a child to communicate as 44}

. . . sSirona's 7th inLab Summit
he or she did before the tooth loss, which reduces frustration.(4)
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Using a space maintainer such as the Groper also prevents improper tongue function. Leaving the space open, patients
cannot create proper suction for swallowing and speech, so they compensate with tongue thrusting. This can lead to
anterior open bites and a narrowing of the upper arch, Prev n E Hm

Another big advantage of the Groper is the social and emoticnal impact that a partial bridge can provide a child. Children,
even those of preschool age, are aware of their appearance and can feel embarrassed or self-conscious about gaps that
may last for several years until the adult teeth erupt. It's important to choose a Groper appliance that features fully
functional, realistic-looking teeth.

Acrylic resin is the preferable material over a composite because the teeth will not stain. In addition, the acrylic resin teeth
are available in all shades on the Universal Shade Guide so they can be matched to a child’s natural teeth.

What's a true Groper and how is it different?

The original or true Groper is a durable, fixed appliance designed to last until a
child's adult teeth begin to erupt. This might mean as many as two or three
years, depending on the age of the child when he or she was first fitted with
this custom appliance. The strength and durability of the appliance is due to its
construction—each prosthetic tooth is individually attached to a metal pad that
is laser welded to the palatal wire,

Some of the pseudo versions that are being labeled Groper are much less
durable than a true Groper because they do not feature the pads. Instead, the
appliance is simply fabricated with a wire that is adhered to the back of the
prosthetic teeth. This type of appliance breaks easily, sometimes after as few as
twio months of use..

A broken imitation Groper,

The Groper can be made with bands or stainless steel crowns, depending on the doctor’s preference. It can be anchored
on deciduous molars or first permanent molars if these are erupted enough to band.

Conclusion

Dentists should be aware of the differences between the true Groper Pedo Partial and imitations. The most easily
discerned difference is that the true Groper features an individual pad for each tooth that is laser welded to the lingual
wire for additional strength, While these pads may be small, they make a big difference in terms of strength, durability,
and longevity.

Kevin Ohlendorf is president of Ohlendorf Appliance Laboratory, a full service appliance therapy laboratory
offering specialized and individually fabricated dental appliances. As a third genaration family owner of the
business, Kevin has knowledge and experience in all types of orthodontics and appliance therapy, both fixed
o and removable. Kevin is a frequent lecturer for dental and orthodontic courses and study clubs. He recently
[ launched Kid-Oh! by Ohlen dorf, a new division that focuses on their pediatric offerings, including space
maintainers, habit appliances, and custom sports mouth guards.
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June is Dental Technician and CDT Appreciation Month
Dentistry|Q Editors

Two national laboratory organizations join to celebrate and recognize dental lab technicians and COTs in
June each year.

Dentsply Sirona CAD/CAM’s 7th inLab Summitt most successful lab
event to date
DentistrylQ Editors

The two-day inLabBSummit held in New Orleans attracted ower 230 participants. It's the mast successful
CAC/CAM event for dental labs to date.

Ideal dental implants—key steps to creating a perfect match
c - Dentistry|Q Editors

Creating exceptional dental implants take a lot of practice, and the experts at Fox Dental Labs are happy to

& F—‘_ |l offer their assistance.

Keating Dental Arts celebrates 125th educational video
Dentistry|Q Editors

Keating Dental Lab prides itself in producing quality educatienal videos or dental labs and dentists. It
recently produced its 125th video.
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